By JULIAN BURGESS

BEVONPORT hrothors
Geoffrey ond Lance
Rosevenr joined the Royal
Australinn Navy in different
states but in late 1941 both
found themsolves aboard
the illfated |ight cruiser
HMAS Swdney.

The!ma Jaccbs, B8, of
Newnham, vesterdoy re-
called the impaet that the
devastating news of the loes
of her two cousing had on
her family when the Sydney
was sunk off the West Aust-
ralinn const on  Novembar
18, 1941,

Geoffroy had been
awnrded the Distinguished
Service Medal for bravery in
the Battle of Cape Spada in
July 18, 1940, when the
Svdney engaged the ltalian
150mm gun crualser
Bartolomeo Colleomni

Sydney was hit by shells
&n-u:l. the faster Bartwlomeo

Colleoni, suffering one casu-
nlty, but later sank the en
omy warship

Mrn Jucobs anid her
cousing had enjoved a visit
home shortly before joining
HMAS Sydpey in late 38941
‘ “They were wvery doar

eouding of mine. 1 grew up
with them.” she :nitl.
Gonffrey had moved to

Svdneay bofore the war.

“He wis born nnd hrought

| epim Bevanpart bul he mar-

ried and lived in Svdney,”
Mrs Jaoobs said,

“Lance was & Devonport
boy. Their father was
Thomn=z Rosevear, my
mather's  brothor.
was a merchant in Devon-
m for many years andul:

a place right on
Esplanade opposite the

wharfl. The boys went to
school in Devonport.
“They both came home on
leave (in late 1941}, | think
Geoffrey got married and

bmuihl his wife home to
visi

t.

% wife Eileen was
from Bondi and Lance's wifie
Olive was from Scottsdale.

“They wont back on the
ald Tlrmgu ani the
train to Sydney,
between Melbourne and
Sydney the train suddenly
pulled :&ud all the sailors
were on off and they
went on to the ship.

“They were never heard
from agnin. It wius wvery
trayrie, my uncle wis devas-
toted,

“And afier that h.upptnﬂd
they wouldn't  allow
bruthers to go on {Illlh
gt her.”

Thomnas Rosevear had
remarried and Mre Jacobs
thinks there may be other
relatives of the lost seilors
living in Southern
Tasmania.

e,
]

1’\{.- EXCLM:HH-J LUE.C&ﬂ.LSclOVﬂ ) ]’ua./z:h > ’q faﬂ‘ogg
| Double tragedy for Devonport family

Brothers were
shipmates in
HMAS Sydney
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The Examiner yestarday.
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