A fragmented jigsaw of memories
Impressions of a father.

Lavington Henry Agar, eldest of six children, born 1901 in Tasmania.

Began his Naval career as a stoker, progressing through to Chief Mechanician.

Known as Jack, to all but his mum, who called him Lav.

Married to a Port Melbourne girl, Rita (Thelma), who he met when the ships docked at
Station Pier.

Building a home together in Crib Point, Westernport, to be in close proximity to Cerberus
Maval Base.

Two daughters, Joan and Margaret.

Recollections of steam train trips from Cerberus to Melbourne to meet the ship when it
returned home.

Margaret, aged 5, remembers a man in a dark uniform with gold buttons and a hat.
Joan, aged 10, recalls a man who was strict regarding table manners, liked his veggie garden,
enjoyed drawing and did copper works such as house name plates when at sea.

Always the longing of a child hoping that dad would be amongst the returning servicemen,
and praying it was all a mistake.



Photograph 1 — HMAS Sydney 1l going under Sydney Harbour Bridge.
Photograph 2 — L.H Agar in Uniform

Photograph 3 — Jack and Rita (Thelma) Agar

Photograph 4 — Daughters, loan and Margaret Agar

Photograph 5 — Wife Rita, with daughters Joan and Margaret, approx 1940-41
Photograph 6 — Jack Agar at beginning of service, age 25

Photograph 7 — Jack Agar - Posted in England

Photograph 8 — Jack Agar — Chief Mechanician

Letter 1 — Written to eldest daughter Joan, June 1941

Letter 2 — Written to Mother — 8 weeks before Sydney was lost
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