Heathcote Di Gardiner

{"Hecky") service number 24257 enlisted with The Royal Ausiralian Navy on the 12% April 1940 aged 17
years. He was posted to the Sydney on the 1210211941,

My uncle ordinary seaman H.C. Gardiner was raised in the small Great Southerm Town of Cranbrook in
Western Australia and was unfortunately one of the casualties of the fateful sinking in November 1941

Enclosed is a copy leffer to one of his friends dated the 03/10/1941 describing the typical Australian
larrikin of young war time serviceman at that time. He states the Sydney had just returned from a tour of

duty to Fiji and New Zealand stopping in Sydney and Melbourne prior to retumning to Fremantle for the
last time.

His mother died in 1930 in Bruce Rock when he was only seven years old.

His sister {my mother) Mrs Honora Nola Lathwell of Cranbrook, then only 17 years old was laden with
the responsibility of raising "Hecky” and his younger brother Bemard Gardiner (a two year old at the
time) through the post depression and the second world war years.

My uncle Bemie aged 79 years is now the last of the nine Gardiner family still living.

For 67 years my mather, diligently researched, enquired and prayed that some time in her life time she
would find out the full truth about what actually happened and the location of the Sydney's final resting

place.

Since November 1941 my mother had accumulated just about every book ever written and every paper
clippings ever published on the subject

She could relate the “Sydney” memorial in Geraldten, of the lady staring out to sea waiting for news of a
love one as she often said she would never have full closure until the final position of the ship was
found...

It was just so unfortunate that she passed away early this year on the 27" of January only wesks from
hearing the news she longed for: THE SYDNEY HAD BEEN FOUND.

Knowing my mother she would have received the news and be at rest at long last.

| was born during the war in January 1944 and given Heathcote's name as my second name to honour
a brave young Western Australian fighting to protect his country.

| trust the Gardiner/Lathwell story is of some interest te you and | have attached an old photo’s of
*Hecky" and his enlistment details.

Should you reguire further details, | welcome your rasponse
Y ours faithfully

Byron Heathcote Roy Lathwell

& Shelduck Way

Mariners Cove
Mandurah W.A. 6210 Phone (08) 9534 9838 Mobile 0411 680 969
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